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Winner of the Atta Galatta Bangalore Literature Festival Award for Best Children’s Fiction 2023, and the Binod Kanoria Children’s Book Award,
2023, Mallika is a lawyer-turned-writer, published by Penguin, Speaking Tiger and Karadi Tales, amongst others. An MA in Ancient Indian
History and Culture, her study of the accession of princely states, began when she was the curator and chief content-writer for the Government
of India’s National Virtual Library of India portal on Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s life and legacy.
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SELLING POINTS
• Quick yet detailed facts with context, swiftly flowing through sub-themes covering everything from the beginnings to how it evolved to its

current status  providing comprehensive coverage of the sport.
• A must-have book for football lovers, sports aficionados, and any football novice who needs to know the legacy that football carries globally

and what the sport currently entails.
• Result of meticulous research that is presented with engaging storytelling gives a detailed account of football’s global reach.
• Infographics and visuals celebrating the firsts of the sport, victory statistics and the legends of the sport, including the veterans and the

current ones.
• Holistic coverage of football – origins of the game throughout the world, evolution as a formal sport, orld up wonders, and careful

curation of the unforgettable moments of the game.
• Separate section on African and Indian marvels in football.
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Pelé is the only footballer in the world to win FIFA World Cup three times as a player, in 1958, 1962 and 1970.

West Indian cricketer Sir Viv Richards is the only man to have participated in both cricket and football World Cups. He was part of
Antigua’s squad in the 1974 World Cup.

Dr Ottorino Barassi, the Italian vice-president of FIFA, was determined not to let the FIFA World Cup trophy be seized by the Nazi
troops during World War II. He hid it under his bed throughout the period, producing it again only before the 1950 World Cup.
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